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April 16, 2004

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Re: Janelle Lawton
4 Kristi Dr.
Poughkecpsie, NY 12601

I DOB: 11-29-89
Based upon numerous factors apparent from the attached essay» I was obligated, as a

mandated reporter, to report, via the NY State Hotline* abuse of Janelle Lawton on Afsil 13,2004.
A clinical analysis of the essay indicates that JaneJle may be ̂ ing imminent and irreparable harm
in various forms.

Damage to her character and personality is the most probable and likely form of hann. The
mistrust of counselors, legal representatives including the Judge in this ca.sc, her law guardians^
and others, as well as hex mothW, suggests that this adolesccnt is vulnerable to fonning a charactep̂
disorder or related condition. The terrible pain Janelle is experiencing, as expressed by her wrifClfe-
word, might exacerbate her feelings of Ihikration and depression, from which she may never her
able to recover. Additionally, Janelle may decide to find a way to esc^ the pain and other
distress by harming herself.

I expressed the above concerns in more detail to Sandy Snowden, CPS supervisor assigned
to this ease, and to Diane Foley, Jancllc*s Law Guardian. They both appeared concerned and well
meaning and entered into a sincere and meaningful dialogue about the situation. Ms. Foley
expressed the point that Mr. Lawton had not fulHlled ccrtain Court mandates or stipulations and
therefore the visitation requested by Janelle might not be possible. However, the basis of my
report to CPS was that the child was suffering abuse and possible imminent and iirq^arable hann
specifically becausc she was being prevented from seeing her father, who she loves and trusts.

Why shonld the child, Janelle LawtOii« be punished because Mr. Lawton did not
complete or ftiUy comply with the Court orders? The Court is iising Janelle to punish Mr.
Lawton and farther, it is using Mr. Lawton to punish Janelle. Mr. Lawton*s conduct has no
bearing on Janelle*s needs at this time; she didn't disobey any orders and should therefore
not be denied her yearning to be with her father.

One further point; On July 15,2003,1 aocompanicd Mr. Lawton, the President of the NY
Chapter of the Children's Rights Council, Elizabeth Schnee, and David Friedman to a meeting
with Judge JacqucHne Silberman, the Chief Matrimonial Judge in NY State. The meeting
reviewed the Lawton cose and was held on the record. 1 had examined Mr. Lawton prior to that
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point in time, and I informed Judg<5 Silbennan that 1 considered Mr. Lawton to be a fit custodian
and a caring and loving father. I affimi those findings at this time. I am an experienced cimician. a
forensic evaluator in Nassau County, and I have been qualified as an expert numerous times in aJl
the Supreme Courts and Family courts in the New York metropolitan area.

I believe that we are faced with an unbelievable set of circumstances. To wit: A young
teenager is begging and pleading to see her father who she loves and trusts. She is heartbroken and
depressed, and most of all, she is suffering extreme distress because she is being prevented from
having a significam interaction with her father. Her father is ready, willing and able to meet hei
requests and her needs, but the legal bureaucracy wUl not allow it Therefore, it is my conclusion
that something is very, very wrong with this system.

It is my recommendation and my hope that Janelle*s needs, so well expressed in her essay,
will be met very shortly. If not, 1 must rqpcat that I fear for the consequences that she will
experience.

Thank you for your time and considerations.

Sincerely

RoWtPaiumbo Ph. D.
Psychologist
33 Hunting Hill Dr.
Dix Hills, NY 11746


