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B A L L S T O N S PA — Yo u t h s e r v i c e s
that heavily rely on state aid — such
as summer recreation programs —
could face extinction under legislation
proposed by Gov. Mario Cuomo.

The proposal would affect more^
than 20 youth programs in Saratoga
County, forcing them to cut services
or seek new funding sources, said
Sally Herrick, director of the county's
Yo u t h B u r e a u .

"And this is supposed to be the de
cade of the child,'* Herrick said.

Among those hardest hit would be 4-
H, which could lose as much as 50 per
cent of its funding; Area Center for
Teens in Ballston Spa, which could
lose $15,000; and Mechanicville Area
Community Center, which could lose
$23,309.

Virtually every youth program in
the county would be affected in some
way, Herrick said.

All but about $113,000 of the county's
$600,000 youth budget comes from the
state, she added.

Herrick plans to meet today with
leaders of those groups to go over the
governor's budget bill.

The proposed legislation, which is
still being drawn up, would move the

CONCENTRATION — Clockwise from left, Everett
Carella, 9, David Guyette, 10, Chip Carella, 13, and
Justin Pesta, 5, play foosball at the^Ballston Spa Youth
Center Tuesday. Youth services at places such as the
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one in Ballston Spa would be subllttt to cuts under a
state budget proposed by Gov. MarroCuomo Jan. 17. It
is not known whether the center's Place for Kids would
be affected by the cuts.

funding emphasis from programs that
serve all youth, to programs that serve
high-risk youth. If approved by the
Legislature, it would take effect in
1990.

Typically targeted would be a child
who has been involved with the juve
nile justice system, mental health pro
grams, or substance abuse counseling,
budget officials said. Exact criteria
still are being determined.

"They're saying, 'Let's wait until
you've broken a window or burned the
school and then we'll give you serv
ices,' " said Herrick, who estimated
about 20 youths in Saratoga County
would meet the high-risk criteria.

Under the legislation, 75 percent of
the state aid now going to youth serv
ices would be redirected to programs
specifically set up for high-risk youth.
Counties would receive aid based on

the number of high-risk youth they
s e r v e .

The remaining 25 percent of the
funds would continue to be allocated to
county youth bureaus for use on pro
grams ̂ t serve all youth.

The state has limited resources and
must better target the youth who need
them most, said Division of Budget
spokeswoman Anne Doyle.


