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representation in civil court
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ALBANY — For almost 50 years,
America's justice system has recog
nized that even the most impover
ished criminal defendant has a right to

a basic level of le

gal representation.
N e w Yo r k C h i e f
Judge Jonathan
Lippman believes
that guarantee
needs to,extend to
the civil court sys
t e m — w h e r e a n
individual might
fight an eviction, or

secure health benefits or lost wages-
Finding the money to improve that

access will collide with financial reali-''
ties and political wrangling. But Lipp
man says the basic question is simple:
"Where is it that someone has a right
to representation at public expense in
civil legal services?"

To begin finding answers, the ju-'
rist is embarking on what he termed
an unprecedented series of hearings
to be held in all four of the state's ap
pellate divisions. Each hearing will be
presided over by Lippman and the
presiding justice of each department,
with state Chief Administrative Judge'
Ann Pfau and Stephen P. Younger, the
president of the New York State Bar
Associat ion.

The public sessions take place Sept.
28 in Manhattan, Sept. 29 in Roch
ester, Oct. 5 in Albany and Oct-TnT'
Brooklyn.

In a visit Monday to the liihes
Union's editorial board, Lippman
said progress on the issue is likely to
be incremental, and he's well aware'
that his push will become a target of
those wary of creating another en
titlement program in a cash-strapped
state. Lippman turned that argument
aroimd by noting the greater numbers
of New Yorkers who need access to
the civil courts because of the reces-

• sioh.

The hearings, he said, will explore
the current gaps in the system and,
look for ways to ensure that it will re
sult in actions involving "the necessi
ties of life — the roof over one's head,
their well-being, their safety, thSr^
family" — as opposed to nuisance
s u i t s . •

Lippman said that roughly 2 mil
lion people moved through the civil
and criminal courts without represen
tation in 2009, He added that the vast
majority of those without representa
tion were found in the civil courts.

The judge pointed to a joint reso
lution from the Legislature support
ing his initial actions. "I think weVe
gotten their attention,*' he said.

As the process moves forward and
an actual budget is developed, he
wouldn't rule out putting more pres
sure on elected officials. "I intend, to
be quite frank, to put it in the judi
ciary budget unless they tell me, Tut
it somewhere else and we'll look at it
t he re . ' "

Hearing
■ What: Hearing on the expansion of
civil legal services

m When: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Oct. 5
■ Where: Court of Appeals, 20 Eagle .
St, Albany
s Info: http://www.nycourts.gov/ip/ .
access-civil-legal-services j.


