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Dear Judge Spain,

I am writing on behalf of Jacquel)̂  Carella. I have been working with Jacquelyn in
individual outpatient psychotherapy since January 1999. While I typically see Jacquelyn alone,
Mr. Ferrara has been seen in family sessions with Jacquelyn on three separate occasions. I find
Jacquelyn to be an engaging and articulate seven year old child. She was originally brought in for
counseling due to continued parental conflict following an order of custody to Mr. Ferrara dated
December 10, 1998. Frequently these parental conflicts result in turmoil for Jacquelyn as she
experiences her mother and father giving her conflicting and contrary information. Jacquelyn hasmade extra efforts to balance her time between her parents and seems to adjust to changes in her
life with ease. She feels confident that both of her parents love her. She tends to feel that her
father '\inderstands better" than her mother. She reports that at times she finds it difficuh to
express her wants and needs to her mother since she is fearfiil that her mother will become angry
and 'Veil" at her. Most recently Jacquelyn has reported confusion and turmoil associated with a
recent school change. Jacquelyn reports that she enjoys her new school, has made new fiiends
easily, and finds the curriculum exciting and interesting. However, on at least two separate
occasions Jacquelyn's mother has taken her to her previous school. The Academy of Holy Names,
for an ê ly morning visit with her fiiends and previous teacher. Jacquelyn expressed confusion
over which school she will be attending as her father prefers for her to attend Okte in the
Shenendehowa School System while her mother expresses a strong preference for her to attend
The Academy of Holy Names. Jacquelyn's school performance appears to be consistent both
prior to and following the change in schools.

In my brief work with Jacquelyn, it is clear that she is bonded to her father and feels
comfortable in his care. Ferrara appears to be a dedicated, loving, and attentive father. He
maintains a consistent daily routine with Jacquelyn, including extra curricular activities, and
emphasizes excellence in her academic performance. Jacquelyn consistently reports that her
father helps her with her homework and reviews her lessons in school. The mid-week transitions
between her father's and mother's homes have resulted in some confusion for Jacquelyn,
particul̂ly in the area of homework. Jacquelyn notes that her mother is often 'too busystudying" for her to help Jacquelyn with her homework. Consequently, Jacquelyn would oflen
put off studying her spelling words during the week until she transitioned back to her father's
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home on Thursday evening. Jacquelyn would then study her spelling words and take her spelling
tests on Friday. Even with all this confusion, Jacquelyn has managed better than average grades
in this area.

At this time I would recommend against a change in custody. Jacquelyn has experienced a
number of significant changes in life recently including a change in school and a change in her
mother's residence. I would also recommend that an alternate custody plan be discussed and
implemented for the next school year such that Jacquelyn does not transition between parental
households during the school week. As her academic work becomes increasingly more
challenging, these transitions will become increasing more disruptive. Jacquelyn is a more than
capable child who presents herself as above average in intellectual functioning and social skills.
While she has demonstrated consistent progress in mastering the challenges that her family
situation has presented her with, it would be unfair to expect that Jacquelyn should accommodate
to future disruptions in routines, schools, and family life.

Respectfully,

Mary C. O'Connor, Ph.D.


