
Family Court Act §445 - Order of support by relative; duration 
 

(a)  If the court finds after a hearing that a 
relative, including a step-parent, should be held 
responsible under section 415 for support, the court in its 
discretion may make an order requiring such person to 
contribute a fair and reasonable sum for the support of 
such person. 
 

(b)  For good cause shown, the court may at any time 
terminate or modify an order made under this section. 
 
The State Constitution states Art. 6, § 13 (c) that a 

referral from the supreme court is required to enforce a court 
order for support. 

This is a denial of due process. The court must first 
acquire personal jurisdiction over the relative or step-parent. 

This is also a denial of due process and equal protection 
of the law. Upon marrying the mother or father of the child, the 
step-parent would have no notice that they could be legally 
responsible for the child and have to support said child that is 
not their’s. 

Also, just because you are a relative, the court is now 
going to make you responsible for support said child. No 
relative would help out if they thought the person they were 
helping could take them to court for support of their child. 

If there is a supreme court order the family court lacks 
jurisdiction unless there is a referral. 

Further, if there is a separation agreement the family 
court cannot enforce or modify the agreement. 

Further, where in the state constitution is the family 
court given authority to force a non-parent to support a child 
that is not his or her’s? 
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