
Family Court Uniform Rules Section 205.4  
Access to Family Court Proceedings 

 
(a) The Family Court is open to the public. Members 

of the public, including the news media, shall have access 
to all courtrooms, lobbies, public waiting areas and other 
common areas of Family Court otherwise open to individuals 
having business before the court. 

 
(b) The general public or any person may be excluded 

from a courtroom only if the judge presiding in the 
courtroom determines, on a case-by-case basis based upon 
supporting evidence, that such exclusion is warranted in 
that case. In exercising this inherent and statutory 
discretion, the judge may consider, among other factors, 
whether: 

 
(1) the person is causing or is likely to cause a 

disruption in the proceedings; 
 
(2) the presence of the person is objected to by 

one of the parties, including the attorney for the 
child, for a compelling reason; 
 
The first issue is that the family court is closed 

and, as such, you have been denied your constitutional and 

statutory right to a public trial before being imprisoned. 

Every proceeding that is closed is illegal!!!! 
 

Judiciary Law Art. 2, §4 - Sittings of court to be public 
 

The sittings of every court within this state shall 
be public; and every citizen may freely attend the same, 
except that in all proceedings and trials in cases of 
divorce, seduction, abortion, rape, assault with intent to 
commit rape, sodomy, bastardy of filiation, the court may, 
in its discretion, exclude therefrom all persons who are 
not directly interested therein, excepting jurors, 
witnesses, and officers of the court. 

 
Notice: That the issues of custody, parenting time 

and child support ARE NOT listed as exceptions to the 
statute! 
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