
CHARLES E. COLLINS, III after being duly sworn by the Foreman of 
the Grand Jury,was examined and testified as follows: 
 
EXAMINED BY MR. HORN: 
 
Q  Would you please state your name and occupation for the court, sir? 
A My name is Charles E. Collins, III, and I'm a paralegal. 
Q Excuse me, could you keep your voice up?  
A I'm a part-time paralegal. 
Q And you are aware that the Grand Jury of Albany County is 
investigating an incident which occurred on January 26th, 1998, at the 
Court of Appeals located at 20 Eagle Street in the city of Albany, 
county of Albany, state of New York, is that correct?  
A What date did you say? 
Q January 26th.  
A That's correct.  
Q And you have decided to proceed here pro se, as your own attorney, 
correct?  
A That's correct.  
Q And you are aware that under CPL Section 190.52 you have a right to 
have an attorney present in the room with you during this proceeding, if 
you so desire, and if you are unable to afford one one will be provided 
for you free of charge, is that correct?  
A That's correct.  
Q Okay. Now, you were charged with certain offenses related to this 
incident in Albany Police Court, in connection with this incident, is 
that correct?   
A That's correct, two charges.   
Q And you have indicated in your capacity as your own attorney that 
you wish to testify and give evidence before this Grand Jury? 
 
A That's correct. 
Q Now, prior to testifying I'm going to ask you to execute a document 
entitled waiver -- are you familiar with what it means to waive 
immunity? 
A Yes, I am. 
Q And do you understand that by signing this document you give up 
certain legal rights? 
A That's correct. 
Q Now, I gave you a copy of this document prior to you coming in 
here, is that correct? 
A That's correct. 
Q Please don't sign it quite yet. 
A Okay. 
Q Have you had time to review that document? 
A Yes, I have. 
Q Okay. And you understand specifically that you give up any immunity 
from prosecution which you would otherwise obtain by testifying before 
the Grand Jury? 
A That's correct. 
Q And do you understand that any statements you make to this Grand 
Jury will definitely be used against you in this proceeding and any 
other proceedings? 
A That's correct.  
Q With those admonitions in mind I furnished you already a copy of 
the waiver. Please take a few moments and examine it.  
A (The witness examines the document).   
MR. HORN: And if you wish to execute this document please do so in the 
presence of the Grand Jury Foreman. (Whereupon, the witness executes the 
waiver of immunity; the Foreman of the Grand Jury signs the document as 
a witness thereto;and the official Grand Jury stenographer, a notary 
public, takes the witness's acknowledgment).   
BY MR. HORN (continuing): 
Q Now, showing you this document entitled waiver -- did you sign that 
in the presence of the Foreman of the Grand Jury? 



A Yes, I did. 
Q Have you read the document? 
A Yes, I have. 
Q Do you understand the document? 
A Yes, I do. 
Q Do you swear to the truthfulness of the matters contained within 
that document? What do you mean by the truthfulness, it says I'm waiving 
my immunity. 
Q And that is your intent? 
A That's my intent. 
Q Everything it states in that document is true? 
A That's correct. 
Q Now, it's my understanding that you wish to make a statement to the 
Grand Jury concerning the incident which took place in front of the 
Court of Appeals in the city of Albany, county of Albany, state of New 
York, on January 26th, 1998, at between 5:30 and 5:45 a.m., is that 
correct? 
A That's correct. 
Q I'll ask you to confine your comments to the events of that 
morning, your whereabouts at that time and your actions, if any. Is that 
acceptable to you? 
A I believe I also have the right to present evidence and stuff. 
Q You may present evidence that's relevant to the question of whether 
or not you committed the offense which this Grand Jury is investigating? 
A Okay. 
Q Do you understand that? 
A In other words, what you are stating then is that I can't present 
any evidence as to corruption or as to why I did it and... 
Q I'm instructing you that motive is not an element of this offense. 
You may address whether or not it was in fact you in front of the Court 
of Appeals, what you may have done, and any of your actions? 
A But nothing else? 
Q Correct. 
A Why is that? 
Q I'm not here to teach you the law, sir, I'm simply instructing you 
what the law is. 
A So, in other words you are not allowing me to present any 
documentation that I had a legal right to do it, is that correct? 
Q The Grand Jury is investigating whether or not you committed this 
act. You may address whether or not you had a legal right to do it, 
that's a relevant issue. 
A Okay, and I may present evidence as to whether or not I had a legal 
right to do it? 
Q Sure. 
A Thank you. 
Q Now, with that in mind would you like to make a statement to the 
Grand Jury?  
A Yes, I would. I'd like to present evidence too.  
Q Proceed please.  
A Can I stand up, I find it more comfortable. Hi, how are you all 
doing today. First off I did spray the New York State Court of Appeals 
with chicken manure on the 26th day of 1998, I did it specifically to 
get arrested and I did it specifically to protect my constitutional and 
civil rights as well as everybody's else's rights in this state that are 
being violated. A number of issues before the court, this is, why did I 
pick the Court of Appeals. Very simply, Chief Judge Judith Kaye... am I 
allowed to present evidence as to what was given to the police when I 
was arrested and everything and was part of it with me at the time or 
not? You said I can present evidence as to...   
Q Sir, please keep your colloquy to a minimum. You may present 
relevant evidence concerning the incident which happened at the Court of 
Appeals on January 26th, 1998.   
A Okay. First off I'm hoping that you will indict me. That's probably 
a different opinion of most people coming in here, but I'm looking for a 



Jury trial simply because I did have a legal right to spray the Court of 
Appeals.  
Q Sir, let me stop you right there. Do you know  that if you had a 
legal right to spray the Court of Appeals with chicken manure then you 
have not committed the offense of criminal mischief in the 2nd degree?  
A Well, therefore again I would request that the court indict me on 
either that charge or I believe they can also reduce the charge, they 
can do whatever they want about the charges, and I'm also charged with 
tampering in the 3rd degree, which is a Class B misdemeanor.  
Q That charge is not being presented to this Grand Jury.   
A Only one charge? Then I'll request that the court indictment me on 
that charge because obviously I'm not going to be allowed to present 
evidence as to the illegal actions of Judge Kaye in holding that any 
people who are imprisoned in this state don't have a right to a public 
trial and there's a lot of other things. The DA's office for the past 
five years ... I have been arrested before ... has refused to even 
investigate the corruption and when I was arrested I have given to the 
police and it's in the...   
Q Sir, I'm going to stop you right there. Your motive in doing this 
is not relevant as to whether or not you in fact did this. You are 
limited to evidence which is relevant to whether or not you committed 
this offense.  
A Then I most certainly did commit the offense.  
Q Thank you. Just to be clear, on January 26th,1998, at approximately 
5:45 a.m. did you intend to damage property which belonged to the Court 
of Appeals of the State of New York?  
A Did I intend to damage property? I don't know if property was 
damaged.  
Q Did you intend to damage property?  
A I intended to demonstrate the corruption in the New York State 
Judiciary. I know one of the issues before the court is you can't prove 
intent, therefore there's no indictment, therefore based upon that I'd 
have to say my intent was to spray the, Court of Appeals with chicken 
manure.  
Q And you intended to do that act?  
A Yes, I did. 
Q And you did that act?  
A And I did that act.  
Q And at that time and place did you proceed to damage property 
belonging to the Court of Appeals in an amount exceeding fifteen hundred 
dollars?  
A I believe that's also one of the requirements of the offense. I 
think I'm going to stop at this point, I have admitted doing it.  
Q Sir, you are not legally allowed to stop at this point. You waive 
immunity and you are now testifying before the Grand Jury and you have 
to proceed with your testimony. The question is ... or let me rephrase 
the question: on February 23rd, 1998, did you submit an affidavit to the 
Albany County District Attorney's office in which you stipulate that the 
amount of damage you did exceeded fifteen hundred dollars?  
A For cleanup, yes.  
Q You acknowledged that that cost more than fifteen hundred dollars? 
  
A Yes, I did.   
Q Now, you planned out this incident pretty extensively, would that 
be correct? 
A Yes. 
Q And where did you get the power spray? 
A I rented it. 
Q From whom? 
A Some place over in Rensselaer. 
Q Do you know, do you recall the name of the place? 
A I know it's on some street in Rensselaer, the name of the place I 
don't know. 
Q And where did you get a fifty-five gallon drum of chicken manure. 



A I bought a drum some place up in Saratoga and I got the chicken 
manure at a chicken farm. 
Q Okay, and how did you learn to use the spray or the drum? 
A How did I learn to use it? 
Q Did it come with instructions? 
A No. 
Q You just happened to know how to use that equipment? 
A I'd say so. I mean, there were no instructions with it or anything. 
Q And where did you get the pickup truck? 
A It was my stepfathers. 
Q And how long did you plan this little incident? 
A A few months. 
Q Okay, and part of the point of spraying the Court of Appeals with 
manure was that you knew you had no right to do so and would therefore 
be arrested, correct? 
A That I had no right to do so, no, I believe I had a right to do so. 
Q Do you own the Court of Appeals? 
A No. 
Q Do you own the building that the Court of Appeals is housed in? 
A No. 
Q Do you know who does own the building? 
A Probably the state of New York. 
Q Correct. Based on the fact that it belongs to someone else, did 
anyone in the Court of Appeals or the state of New York say "hey, why 
don't you come over to the Court of Appeals and spray us with chicken 
manure?" 
A No. 
Q Do you have any further statement you'd like to make? 
A No. Obviously I'm not allowed to present any document or evidence 
and it's a one-sided thing in here. 
Q You may present any evidence that has to do with whether or not you 
committed the offense in question that is being investigated by this 
Grand Jury?  
A I admit I did spray the New York State Court of Appeals with 
chicken manure.  
Q Now, it's my understanding that you would like to request that the 
Grand Jury subpoena certain individuals to give testimony in this 
proceeding. Would you tell the Grand Jury the names of the people that 
you would like to subpoena?  
A Judge Judith Kaye and Michael Gaynor, among others, but obviously 
they don't have direct knowledge of what I did, but it was because of 
their illegal actions that I was forced to do it.  
Q Once again, that is your allegation and you say that was your 
motive; however, that's not relevant to this proceeding.  
A It's relevant in that your district attorney's office is refusing 
to investigate illegal actions and filed false criminal charges against 
me in the past, so it's your position that the district attorney's 
office is above the law?   
Q I'm not taking any position, sir. This is one incident which we are 
investigating at this point in time and you are currently before the 
Grand Jury on that incident.  
A Okay.  
Q Do the individuals you are asking to be subpoenaed have any direct 
knowledge of what you did, though, that night?  
A No, they don't.  
Q Do you have any further statement that you would like to make to 
the Grand Jury?  
A No.   
MR. HORN: Okay, does the Grand Jury have any questions?   
BY A JUROR: None.   
MR. HORN: Thank you, sir.   
THE WITNESS: How come in the book it says I have a right to present 
evidence?   
MR. HORN: You are excused at this point in time. I'm the legal advisor 
to the Grand Jury and I have made my rulings.   



THE WITNESS: Oh, isn't that nice, okay.   
(Whereupon, the witness was excused) 
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