
Seitz v. Drogheo, 21 N.Y.2d 181 (1967) 
 

1. The Legislature had the authority under article VI (§ 7, 

subd. c) of the State Constitution to confer upon the Family Court 

the powers contained in subdivision (c) of section 466 of the Family 

Court Act to entertain a request to enforce or modify the provisions 

of a FOREIGN matrimonial decree. 
 

2. Section 7 of article VI of the Constitution reads as follows: 

"a. The supreme court shall have general original jurisdiction in law 

and equity * * * c. If the legislature shall create new classes of 

actions and proceedings, the supreme court shall have jurisdiction 

over such classes of actions and proceedings, but the legislature may 

provide that another court or other courts shall have jurisdiction 

and that actions and proceedings of such classes may be originated in 

any such other court or courts." The right to commence a proceeding 

to enforce or modify the provisions of a FOREIGN divorce decree in 
the courts of this State constitutes a new class of action or 

proceeding. The "new classes of actions and proceedings" are those 

which the Supreme Court would be without jurisdiction to entertain -- 

actions and proceedings which were unknown at common law. Prior to 
the enactment of section 466, the courts of this State were without 
jurisdiction to entertain a request to enforce or modify provisions 
of a FOREIGN matrimonial decree unless the decree was entered on 
grounds which were recognized in this State. Subdivision (c) of 
section 466 of the Family Court Act empowered the Family Court to 
entertain applications to enforce or modify the alimony and support 
provisions of FOREIGN decrees irrespective of the grounds upon which 
the decrees were granted. Since the right to commence such proceeding 
was not recognized at common law and could not, therefore, have been 

exercised prior to the amendment of section 466, it should be viewed 

as a new class of proceeding.  
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