
Public Defenders 
 

In the Troy Record on March 17, 2004, page A-3 was an article titled 
“Public defenders say crisis looming for poor clients”. The article 
states: 
 

The higher pay scale, approved, last year and effective, Jan. 
1, has instead triggered a round of cost-cutting in public defender 
programs as counties and New York City struggle to find extra money 
to meet the higher fees.  

.... 
 
A New York Civil Liberties union survey of public defenders in 

Schenectady and albany Counties showed hugh caseloads for lawyers, 
inadequate face-to-face contact and even turf battles between 
lawyers working for different public defender agencies. There are 
currently 116 agencies and groups providing legal services to 
indigent clients in New York. 

....... 
 
The constitution guarantees a lawyer for all New Yorkers, 

regardless of income. 
 
Indigent New Yorkers can qualify for representation for 

criminal and Family Court matters. Chief Judge Judith Kaye has said 
a shortage of defense lawyers has been especially damaging in Family 
Court, where speed is essential to minimizing disruption for 
children. 

 
Public defenders applaud the assigned fee increase but argued 

that standards should be established for the quality of 
representation clients receive. 

 
Think about it. The counties are paying $75.00 per hour for public 

defenders and law guardians that includes court time and time out of 
court spent on the case (ex. Going to the mother’s home). For a 40 hour 
week this is $3,000 per week or $150,000 for a 50 week year and allowing 
two weeks off for vacation.  
 

They get paid for “supposedly” preparing the person’s case while not 
in court. Also, if a public defender or law guardian is in court on 
several cases, how does he/she bill for waiting for each individual case 
to be heard? Remember, most of the time they are only before the judge 
for a few minutes. How is this affected by the new $50,000 cap? Simply, 
they will bill for more hours to reach the $50,000 cap. 

 
I have where the public defenders or law guardians are in court on 

several cases. They are there for 3 years on three cases. What some of 
them do is to bill the county for each client for 3 hours so instead of 
collecting $75 per hour, they are collecting $225 per hour. 
 

Wouldn’t the counties be better off hiring three attorneys at 
$40,000 per year with benefits? This would give them 3 attorneys for the 
price of one. Why not use non-attorneys who have been trained to help 
indigents in Family Court.  

 
From what I have seen, the public defenders in family court on the 

whole, are useless and sell out their clients when they are representing 
fathers. When representing mothers, they can’t do enough. Give the 
fathers someone who is willing to fight for them! This will never happen 
because the court does not want fathers or litigants knowing the law!!  
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