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D E A D B E A T K I N G L O S E S A
C H A N C E T O G O F R E E

Judge says he'll stay in jail until a deal is struck on child
s u p p o r t

L A R R Y N E U M E I S T E R A s s o c i a t e d P r e s s

NEW YORK The most celebrated deadbeat dad in the country
was returned to jail for four more days Tuesday after settlement
talks and a brief chat with his ex-wife failed to resolve his child
support case.

Jeffrey Nichols, 47, grimaced when told by a lawyer that he must
return to the Bronx House of Detention until Friday. The father
of three has not paid child support since 1990 and now owes
$580,000.

Justice Phyllis Gangel-Jacob of state Supreme Court in
Manhattan refused to free Nichols until a deal is struck for him
to pay back some or all of his obligation.

Nichols made $180,000 in 1994 as an investment adviser on
commodities and precious metals.

Gangel-Jacob found him in contempt in 1990 when he failed to
pay what was then a $9,000-a-month commitment. It is now
about $8,000 each month because one of the children has turned
2 1 .

Nichols' lawyer, Mark Kaplan, told reporters he expected his
client to be freed Friday, either through a settlement or by
immediately paying $68,000 the amount Nichols owed when he
was charged with contempt,

Nichols and his fonner wife of 16 years, Marilyn Nichols-Kane,
spoke privately for a moment Tuesday before court officers
guided Nichols away because he was still in custody.

Outside court, Nichols-Kane said they had exchanged hellos and
then her ex-husband asked her for the first time in years how the
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children were doing.

''That wasn't the same Jeffrey Nichols," Nichols-Kane said,
noting he had lost some of his swagger. 'This is a contrite man.
This is a very different man than I have confronted in court
b e f o r e . "

But in other ways he was the same, she said.

"He certainly isn't resolving the issue at hand today. We're no
farther along than in 1990 when payments weren't forthcoming,"
Nichols-Kane said.

She said the attention that has fallen on her ex-husband because
he failed to pay child support is "almost a fantasy" of anyone
who is not receiving payments ordered by courts.

She said her daughter and two sons did not recognize their father
when they saw him on television in handcuffs Monday.

"He's quite gray," she said. "They hadn't seen him for five
years."

Nichols-Kane said she was confident of the eventual outcome a
week after FBI agents arrested Nichols at his Charlotte, Vt.,
home in the largest case ever prosecuted under the federal Child
Support Recovery Act. The law makes it a federal crime to cross
state borders to evade paying child support.

"Eventually, Mr. Nichols will pay all of that $500,000 he owes
the children," she said. "It's the law."
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