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D A D S AY S H E ' S S O R R Y B U T S T I L L
C A N ' T P A Y S U P P O R T

Judge orders him to return to jail until he makes back
payment

L A R RY N E U M E I S T E R A s s o c i a t e d P r e s s

NEW YORK A notorious deadbeat dad apologized profusely in
court Friday but said he was too poor to pay any of the more than
half million dollars he owes his ex-wife. His judge did not
believe his story and sent him back to jail.

Jeffrey Nichols told Justice Phyllis Gangel-Jacob of state
Supreme Court in Manhattan that he sold his second wife's
horse, one of her dogs and a camera to help make the $10,000
bail on related federal charges last week.

Gangel-Jacob has refused to set bail in the state case against him.

Nichols has not paid child support since 1990 and now owes
$580,000. At Friday's hearing he said he had no more to his
name than a $5,000 watch and the clothing and furnishings in a
house that is in the name of his second wife, who died just two
days before he was arrested by the FBI last week at his Charlotte,
Vt., home.

He implored the judge to let him out so he could get back to his
job and make some money. But Gangel-Jacob ordered him back
to jail until he can come up with $68,000 to pay what he owed in
child support when the judge found him in contempt of court in
1 9 9 0 .

''I find that the defendant's testimony is without credibility. He
should be able to pay these funds. He is sophisticated in the
financial world, giving advice to others," she said of Nichols,
who made about $200,000 last year along with his wife as an
investment adviser.

She set another hearing in 90 days to see how much money he
has come up with and ordered him to have a plan in place to pay
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back the rest.

Nichols argued that he was so broke that he had not made house
payments or paid other bills the last few months.

^^Somehow, I've gone astray the last four or five years," Nichols
testified, don't blame anyone but myself. If I were to look at
another man in my situation, I wouldn't think very highly of
h i m . "

But prosecutors say it is the largest case ever prosecuted under
the federal Child Support Recovery Act.

Gangel-Jacob found him in contempt in 1990 when he failed to
pay what was then a $9,000-a-month commitment. It is now
about $8,000 each month because one of the children has turned
2 1 .

Nichols' former wife of 16 years, Marilyn Nichols-Kane, said she
saw tears in her ex-husband's eyes as he spoke but believed he
was crying more for himself than for others.

^^This might well be Jeffrey Nichols' salvation because now he
has to live with what he dii" she said.

''Justice has really been served today. It gives out a very strong
message to other white-collar self-employed professionals who
think if they keep knocking her down, the wife will eventually
give up. I think he thought he would never get caught."
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